Mrs. Gallant English 12

COFFEE HOUSE POETRY READINGS

OCT. 28-31

Your Presentation Date: _____________________

Oct. 23 : submit poem you will be reading, along with the poet’s name, and your name.

We’re starting poetry!  This will be a brief unit and, mostly, a review.  Poetry is an aspect of the NS exam and, therefore, it’s important that we explore it as part of English 12.  Aside from looking at the NSE, and what will be required for that, we’re going to try to have a little fun with poetry by staging our own, in-class, poetry readings.

A coffee house is different from a place where you can just buy coffee.  A coffee house is a place where creative people gather to share their talents, in the arts, over coffee.  One common aspect of a coffee house is sharing poetry; the person’s personal poetry or their interpretation, orally and through other creative forms, of a poem.  We’re are going to have our own coffee house poetry readings – so bring coffee!

Activity Description – The first and foremost thing to know about poetry is that it is meant to be read aloud.  You will each choose one poem by a well-known poet (not a songwriter) and present that poem to the class.

Presentation Requirements: 

· The poem must be meaningful to you.

· Poems must be at least 15 lines long.

· Deal with appropriate content.

· Poems should be memorized, but you will be permitted to have a copy with you (in case you need it) during the presentation.

· Above all you are to focus on how YOU feel the poem is meant to be read.  What words should be emphasized?  How should the words be said? What rhythm do the words have?

· You may choose to be creative in your reading by incorporating one or several of the following into your interpretation: Music, Dance, Mime, Art, Drama, Props or costumes, Other approved by Mrs. G.

· The final component of the presentation will be your commentary on the poem (not memorized).  This discussion should address the following:

1.  Why you chose the poem and what, specifically, you like about it (poet’s choice of words, topic, imagery, use of figurative language, etc.)

2.  What you think the poem is about, and why you think that.

Presentaion Evaluation

These presentations will be evaluated on the following rubric-based criteria:




     Poor    satisfactory
  good
 v.good   excellent

a.  Memorization 
        1
            2               3
    4
         5

(5)

b.  Vocal Interpretation       2

4
     6
    8
        10
(10)

c.  Eye Contact
        1
 
2
     3
    4
         5

(5)

d.  Vocal Clarity
        1

2
     3
    4
         5

(5)

e.  Appropriate Gestures     1

2
     3
    4
         5

(5)

f.  Commentary
        2

4
     6
    8
        10
(10)

g.  Overall Impression
        2

4
     6
    8
        10
(10)









   total   50

